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six @ plmtening bud from che wild ginges plane. “The navives
wsee it as a condittoner for their haie™ He squeceed it oom
the stem ovward the bud as 66 it were g oibe of pasee, and a
viscous liguid streamed into my palm. | sroked my braid
wiith the sap 1-.'r'.|||_.-_ as if it melded e into thix landscape
Lontinuimg up the valley, we sighted a streak of pure pow
cr, the Vadharm waterfall Kevin tramslared the name bor me
The Mobsy One,” he said, "or — @ we prefer — the Singing
e | -'.-'|'-pn| out of the aar and into the runforest where
hundreds of warertalls gh-:l-h thae InCous rock o a sheen
They mnge trom thick and powcrtul
SUFges [0 gossameer threads af white
_thar come and go with the rains, and
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the ridpes that surrosmded us. | was in

a deep green bowl splashed with whine
e ||.n|£_' Linugmein s paletoe come o lile
Peack in che rruck, wie navigated pos
dams, warerialls and the Papenoo Ri
aor, Colors mived before my cves, from
Eray ru-!_l||.-|-|| [{LRLE |'||| :,_l I"'l. YA E .|I'~|.‘| in
dl;,_l\..'\. LR TE Ty ||1-I||.' [t} .|'|'|'!.:”. WE e dhiA
cararme] colored, ey with soil |.r..||1|
thie parns oy psorpseisrs |':I'II|I-\. ull'\l.'.l
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viral a paor-edped peak msing from th
mist. | had expected the classic blue warers of Tahiri bur
poww | realized thar Tahin begins here ar i feerile, voleanis

iter, This & the

sode of fearsome pods and Fecund eanth
This is what the panter had been grappling with

kevin switehed out of fowr-wheel deive before we joined
the main road. Mud-streaked and smding, | combsed oun
my pinger-sap braid and my hair felr ke silk

Back at o hotel, | made fomeg small watercolom From
my heart, colors poured down [ike mvers, churming and
gouging the paper. gleaming in every possible hue of the s
land, My pictures seemed palery in the wake of such a vivid
experience. Yer | hoped that these sketches would act as wl
wmans sorees | could turn o later while in the solioede ol
my stusdio toconnect to the power | fele while in Tahie

SETHOLUGH | TIRST LEARNED OF FEENCH MYLTYTMNES|A
through the work of European artists and writers, all arownd
mee wene instanoes of nanve Pohmesian art, the most ancieni
of all perhaps being the art of ratas, or tattooding, My guide
kevim, had shown me sis tacioos he had acquired over tme at
significant moments in his life. Polynesians, once the world's
preatest navigators, fraveled lighe Their history, dan and
personal rarratives were symbolized on the most ephemerl
|-r- |_'.||-_'|||'.||_'||[1. '|'||_'|.|' M 'H.Ib,lll | I‘Il.".

axiled thse Pacific in hand-hewn, double MEALS [N THE TRHITIAN
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